Foundation Stage

Blackwell Primary School

Handwriting Policy

Rhymes for letter formation - faken from Read Write Inc.

To learn letter formation at least three times a week with teacher- led sessions
and then practise through independent activities during free flow periods
Read, Write, Inc. scheme used for formation of letters

a

al

b

C

d

Around the spple | Down the iaces to | Curl around the Arcund the Lift off the t0D Cown the stem
and cowm the the heel anc caterpifar dinozaurs bottom, | and zcoop out the | and craw the
Jeaf around the toe. uphistali neck & | egz. leaves.
down to his toes.
h ' '
g L » (|lJ k [ |
- i K| |
i

Around the girls Doran the head, Down the body Down hiz body, Doram the Down the long
face, down her o his hooves anc | anc dot for the curi, dot for hiz kangaroo’s Dody | leg.
hair and give her | ower nis back. head. head. =il anc leg.
a qurt.

m

n

Doamn Mazie,
mountain,
mountan.

n

il

Down Noboy and
ower iz pet.

O

O

All around the
orange

P

Down the pirstes
piait and arounc
his face.

qu
qu

earming. cown her
hair,and flick.

r

r

Cown the robots
back and curl over

S

S

Slither down the
snake.
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Down the tower,
across the tower.
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Down a wing, up a
wing.
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Zig-aag-aig.

Alongside the individual letters, capital letters will also be introduced.




At Blackwell School, the children are taught frequent, discrete and direct handwriting.
Teaching is supported using the Penpals handwriting programme when they show a
secure and consistent understanding of how individual letters are formed. Children will
receive a pen license when they consistently demonstrate joined and neat handwriting.

Pupils are taught to:
Year 1

e sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

o begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in
the right place

o form capital letters
o form digits 0-9

e understand which letters belong fo which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are
formed in similar ways) and to practise these

Year 2

e form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

o start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent o one another, are best left unjoined

e write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to
one another and to lower-case letters

e use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters

Year 3 and Year 4

« use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed fo join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent o one another, are best left unjoined

e increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines
of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters
do not fouch

Year 5 and Year 6

e write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
» choosing which shape of a lefter to use when given choices and deciding whether or
not to join specific letters

o choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task



